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DIVISION 59:  FISHERIES — 
[Supplementary Information No A17.] 

Question: Mr T. Buswell asked whether the minister could provide details of the fourth dot point on page 985 
under the heading “Major Initiatives For 2008-09”. It refers to the tagging exercise for great white sharks.  

Answer: An amount of $314 000 was provided to the Department of Fisheries as part of the Consolidated 
Account allocations for the 2006-07 financial year. This funding was required for a project to trial new acoustic 
‘tagging’ technology to: 

•  evaluate its potential for reducing the risk of shark attacks relative to the Government's existing aerial 
surveillance strategy; and 

•  examine the movements and behaviour of (great) white sharks in near-shore metropolitan waters as they 
relate to risk of shark attack. 

The project involves tagging sharks with long-life coded acoustic transmitters and placement of submarine 
acoustic receivers (‘listening stations’) along the metropolitan coastline to detect tagged sharks as they approach 
beaches. Half of these receivers will have the capacity to alert public safety agencies to the presence of tagged 
sharks at a particular location. The metropolitan coastline has been selected as the study site for several reasons. 
These primarily include: the metropolitan range of the existing aerial surveillance program; an elevated risk of 
shark attack by virtue of the region’s large human population; concentration of response capabilities (surf 
lifesavers, rangers, Fisheries and Marine Officers, etc.).  
Approximately 40 white sharks are presently tagged (of the 100 scheduled). Tagging is primarily being 
conducted at the Neptune Islands in South Australia, where this particular species are most abundant and charter 
vessels provide an experienced and cost-effective tagging capability. Previous research by the CSIRO has 
demonstrated that sharks tagged at this location migrate along the Western Australian coast, sometimes as far 
north as North West Cape. Sharks will also be opportunistically tagged in Western Australia and, hopefully, 
within the receiver array.  
Three prototype versions of the new communicating receivers are currently being tested off Perth, the Neptune 
Islands and Hobart. The remaining 17 communicating receivers will be delivered in the next 1-2 months. Fifteen 
data-logging receivers (of the nineteen scheduled) were deployed in November/December 2007. It is anticipated 
that the full array of 39 receivers will be deployed before the 2008-09 aerial surveillance program begins in 
October. 
The funds were requested outside the normal budget cycle to take advantage of an opportunity to assist in the 
systems pre-production development to ensure the system would meet our requirements and that we could obtain 
the first production units. This involvement with the systems development has proven very beneficial in terms of 
optimising data notification protocols, system construction and acoustic analysis of listening station sites. 
 


